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(3)  No evidence exists that Jagow told England "the
Serbian dispute was a question of prestige for the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy, in which Germany also was con-
cerned/' as Szogyeny alleged at the end of the 5th para-
graph.
(4)  Szogyeny was at this time so old a man, that his
recall had already been decided upon and his successor se-
lected.  His age and the nervous strain of these days would
explain the confusion and inaccuracy of this telegram, and
make it doubtful whether it can be completely relied on,
especially as this was not the only instance of his inaccuracy
and unreliability in this crisis.37
(5)  Finally, and most important, it has usually been
assumed that when Szogyeny announced in the 1st para-
graph that "the German Government would shortly ac-
quaint Your Excellency with possible English proposals of
mediation/' he was referring to Lichnowsky's telegram pro-
posing mediation on the basis of the Serbian reply, and for-
warded with Bethmann's comnp.ent, which has been quoted
above at notes 30-31.   If this was actually the case, and if
Szogyeny's telegram is trustworthy  (which is open to
doubt), it would throw a sinister light upon the sincerity
of Bethmann's action.   But it is quite possible that it was
not Lichnowsky's telegram referred to above, but the British
proposal for a Conference of the Four Powers, which
. Szogyeny understood from Jagow might soon be passed on
to Vienna. Jagow frankly and emphatically rejected the
proposal, and there was nothing underhanded or deceitful
in his telling Szogyeny that the German Government was
decisively opposed to its being considered, and only passed
it on in compliance with England's wish. It may be ob-
jected that Jagow does not appear to have forwarded the
a conference in London, to find a way for the settlement of the present
difficulties, has been rejected by Germany on the ground that a con-
ference would not be the suitable means for accomplishing the aim."
37 K.D., 324,   See above, ch. v, note 43.